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Ilford suffered badly during the Second World War (along with many other parts of London) and 

suffered 618 high explosive bombs , 25 parachute bombs and 69 flying bombs (V 1s or Doodle Bugs) 

and rockets (V 2s). I think that members of my family were particularly unlucky- my Grandfather 's 

home in Newbury Park was totally destroyed and he and his wife were in the Ilford Hippodrome on 

the night of 12th January 1945 (just four months before VE Day). The theatre fell victim to the war 

on that day, when there was a huge explosion and a bomb destroyed the Hippodrome (situated on the 

Broadway in Ilford - its entrance was where Iceland is now situated) .  My Grandfather 's evacuation 

ofthe building was made worse by my Grandmother's confinement to a wheelchair due to Multiple 

Sclerosis. 
 

The audience had been enjoying Lew Grade's pantomime "Robinson  Crusoe" starring Renee Houston 

and her husband Donald Stewart.  Their enjoyment was ended when a V2 rocket had landed behind  

the theatre and destroyed a row of cottages.  It claimed the life of fifteen people in the houses behind 

the theatre, and one person  in the Hippodrome.  The theatre was rocked by the explosion , with the 

blast destroying the dressing rooms and showering the performers and the audience, many of them 

children, in debris and dust.  There were juvenile  performers  backstage at the time. 
 

The second recent milestone was when the Borough 's second professional theatre , the Kenneth More 

Theatre (which opened on 31 
51 

December 1974) by April  2010 had survived for 35 years and 3 months 

thereby making it the longest surviving theatre in Redbridge.  Many amateur and professional groups 

perform at the Theatre and I am sure that many members will  have attended to enjoy excellent 

productions (in seats with plenty of legroom) including the productions ofWOADS (Woodford 

Operatic and Dramatic  Society). 

John Lovell 
 

 
 
  



Visit  to the Inner and Middle Temple  
On the morning of 27

111  
April  20 I 0 twenty nine 

members ofthe Woodford  Historical  Society met 

in the Inner Temple.  Our guide gave us some 

history of the Inner Temple and the Temple 

Church. 
 

In the second half of the 12th century the Knights 

Templar built a residence in the area of the present 

Temple and. began work on the Round Church. 

They were an international   military religious 

order who provided protection and banking 

facilities for pilgrims going to the Holy Land. 

They became extremely powerful and rich and 

they threatened the power of the Pope.  The Pope 

In conjunction with European kings, who coveted 

their wealth , brought false charges of heresy 

against them and their Order.  The Order was 

dissolved in 13 12 and its members were burnt as 

heretics.  In England their property passed to the 

Knights Hospitallers who leased part of it to 

lawyers for use as a hostel. On the suppression of 

the Hospitallers in  1539 all their property, 

including the Temple area, passed to the Crown. In 

1609 James I granted the ownership of the Temple 

to the Benchers of the Middle and Inner Temple 

Inns, subject to an obligation to maintain the 

Church and Master's House . The Master (Vicar) is 

chosen by the Inns but appointed by the Queen not 



 

the Bishop of London. 
 

Unfortunately the church was not open to us as an 

organist was rehearsing for the lunch time concert. 

Our guide described how the original round church 

and the rectangular section added in  1204 had 

been extensively damaged by incendiarie s during 

the blitz even cracking some of the Purbeck 

marble pillars.  Following our lunch we were able 

to enter the church and see the tombs of the 

Crusaders and enjoy the form of the church 

emphasised by the elegant dark grey Purbeck 

pillars. 
 

We were taken around the Middle Temple Hall 

which was set for dining with long tables down the 

Hall for members of the Inn.  The Hall was 

completed  in  1573 and contains a striking oak 

double hammerbeam  roof and a notable screen, also of oak. A bomb in the Blitz was just far enough 

away to do serious damage but did not destroy the Hall.  A hole was blown in the end and the screen 

shattered.  The pieces of the screen were salvaged and it was expertly restored .  At the head of the 

Hall there is a long table on a low dais 29 ft long. made from a single oak tree and believed to have 

been given to the Inn by Queen Elizabeth I. Above this Bench Table are paintings of monarchs . The 

walls and windows were covered with the names of past dignitaries of the Inn. 
 
We then sat down to an excellent lunch.  A soup and a wide choice of small salads with the option of 

pork pie or various shell fish were available as starters.  The main courses were large salads, sea bass, 

chicken or roast beef.  We followed that with a wide choice of desserts and then coffee. 

 
A wonderful l y interesting day rounded off with good food in good company- thank you Jill. 

Dick Walker 
 

 
HQS Wellington 

Thanks to Jill for another fascinating trip. 
 
Members of the Society were privileged to have a private tour ofHQS Wellington, which is moored 

permanently at Temple Stairs on the Thames and is the home of the Honourable Company of Master 

Mariners. In  1928, the title of 'Honourable' was bestowed  upon the company by King George V.  lt 

had been over 200 years since a previous Company had 

been admitted to · 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales (later Duke of Windsor) receiving from the Lord Mayor Letters Patent under 

the Mayoralty Seal granting livery to the Honourable Company of Master Mariners, Mansion House, London NovPmh  



The Wellington was one of 13 Grimsby Class sloops built in 1935 to create an impression of 

'presence ' around the Empire and later they acted as convoy escorts. The Wellington started her 

service in the Pacific and more particularly was 'linked ' to New Zealand. 
 

The Wellington houses an almost complete set of Merchant Navy cap badges/ insignia as well as a 

very good collection of accurate scale models (all made by the 'architects' or ship builders) . Each 

model tells a fascinating story of our glorious days of manufacturing and trade with the world , 

interwoven with the history of the development of the design of ships as sail gave way to coal and 

then oil and the changes brought about by containerisation and the way in which dry goods are 

handled in port. 
 

Our guide provided further insights , for example, we were 

told about the practice of engraving a record of births 

inside a ship's bell and some of the superstitions 

surrounding a bell.  We also learned that the Master ofthe 

Guild 's chain and badge (together valued at in excess of 

£1.2 million) is an excellent testimonial to the goldsmiths 

who made it- the enamelled badge is made up of seven 

layers of gold (to represent the seven seas) and is set with 

diamonds and rubies.  More of the Company's treasures 

were discovered during the refurbishment of the 

Wellington  in the early 1990s.  14 charts of English coastal 

waters made by Captian Grenville (Greveille) Coli ins 

(dating for  1680) were discovered  in a 1930s copy of the Times.  The charts were authenticated at 

Greenwich. 
 

The party had an excellent opportunity to study the treasures of the Company when very welcome tea 

and coffee were served in the beautiful Court Room. 
 

So popular was the trip to the Wellington that Jill kindly arranged an additional visit.  Our thanks to 

her for her very hard work. 

John &  Janet Lovell 
 
 
 
Galleries of Modern London - a link  with  Woodford and so much more! 

 

 
 

In the Spring edition ofWoodford  Times, I 

referred to the imminent opening of the 

Museum of London's new £20 million major 

redevelopment--  "Galleries  of Modern 

London." My wife and I were fortunate to be 

invited  to a preview  on  19
111  

May and the  new 

'Modern London Galleries' provide a 

nostalgic walk down Memory Lane. 

 
The New Galleries tell the story of London , 

 

and Londoners , from the Great Fire in 1666 to the present day.  In line with many museums these 

days, displays include 'walk-through ' reconstructions of areas/streets at various times in the past. 

 
Despite there being over 7,000 objects (the museum 's figure, not mine!) it is strange that local 

references stand out to the observer. Within the Haberdasher 's shop in the 'Victorian Walk ' is a box 

from 'Puddicombes ofLeytonstone and Woodford Green. ' 



 
 

Puddicombes of Leytonstone and 
Woodford Green 

 

 
 

The Victorian Walk 

©Museum of London 

 

Did a member of the Society provide the box 

to the museum?  Does the name 

'Puddicombes' spark a memory (however 

brief) that you could put on paper and submit 

to me for the Society's Commemorative Book 

which is to be published in 2012? 

 
For those unfamiliar with the Museum of 

London, it is well worth a visit and is an easy 

walk from St Paul 's on the Central Line.  Not 

only does the Museum of London offer an 

excellent window onto the history of London 

but it is also host to the rich and varied 

programme of free public lectures provided by 

Gresham College and meetings of august 

bodies such as LAMAS (the London and 

Middlesex  Archaeological  Society). 

 
John Lovell 

 
 

MY EARLY YEARS in Wanstead & Woodford"  by John L. Hayward 
Members who attended the April  meeting, when 

we thoroughly enjoyed Ken Bray 's illustrated 

talk on his life as a professional  photographer , 

will  also recall that he introduced John Hayward 

and his new book about family life in Woodford 

between  1929 and  1949. 
 

Having read the book, I can assure you it is a 

charming reminder of life before , during and after 

World War II.  
 

I particularly enjoyed the references to the Snakes 

Lane and Woodford Bridge areas, including the 

local bobby , PC Taylor, who obviously made an 

impression on the young John Hayward. His 

comprehensive recording of his school days at 

W oodford Bridge and St Barnaba s Secondary 

Modern make fascinating reading and I 'm sure will  bring back memories for several Woodfordians. 

 
The use of well known archive material that illustrates life in Wanstead and Woodford during the war 

make this book not only an enjoyable read but yet another major contribution to recording our local 

history. 

Peter Lawrence, Chairman 



A VIEW  FROM THE COUNTING  HOUSE 

As we look forward to the Winter programme of talks we can look back on a very successful year. 

Membership is at a near record level and we have had an excellent summer programme of outings. 
 

Subscriptions have been held at the same level as last year, one of the lowest for similar organisations in the 

area. This is onl y possible because of the generosity ofthe School and a lot of hard work by a number of 

people . 
 

Could you please send me your renewal form and cheque as early as possible and , to keep costs down could you 

please enclose a stamped addressed envelope.  Cheques , payable to Woodford  Historical  Society, should be 

addressed to Mike Ford , 3 Sands Way , Woodford Green , Essex , IG8 8EJ . 

 
Every year it becomes more and more difficult  to think of new places to visit and to find new and interesting 

speakers so if  anyone has any ideas that they think may be of interest could they let Jill Hicks or any other 

member of the Committee know . 

 
I look forward to seeing you at our first meeting on the 20th September. 

Mike Ford, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 

WOODFORD  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  NEEDS  YOU!  

I make no apologies for repeating this piece that was first used in the Spring Edition 2010 ofWoodford Times. 

 
2012 heralds not only the Olympic Games in London but also the 80th Anniversary ofthe foundation of 

Woodford  Historical Society .  To mark he occasion , the Committee would like to produce a book which will  

reprise the last eighty years through  individual  memories (YOUR memories) of events and day to day lif e, 

comment on some ofthe major changes that have taken place and place each decade into a wider context of 

national and World events. 

 
In order to put together a Commemorative book we need your 

contributions regarding both your own family life and your 

recollections of people , places and events. In an attempt to stimulate 

some thoughts, I have listed a few ideas that might serve as a catalyst 

to reawaken memories. The following list is by no means 

exhaustive: 

Coronations , Royal Silver and Golden Jubilees , Woodford during the 

War, Epping Forest, Bamardos , Police Boxes , the Great Storm of 

1987, clubs and societies, Scouting, the Girl Guides, local schools, 

local Churches, local "characters" , Guide Dogs for the Blind, 

building developments, shops and restaurants  .............. 

 
Please contact John Lovell (020 8505 3640 or lovel l. john @skv .com) 

about your contributions (which in many cases may be only a brief 

paragraph).   If  you have any photographs which we might use, these 

can be sent digitally or we can scan prints and return them safely to 

you. 

 
If  you do not feel that you are able to put your contributions in 

writing, we can arrange for someone to see you , either at a meeting or 

at home , to record your memories. 

 
And , do not forget, your contributions for Woodford Times are 

always welcome. 

 
I  look forward  to hearing from  you. 

John Lovell 



Do you remember Lamson Pneumatic Tubes? 

Do you remember Lamson Tubes?  I remember them from shops in Ilford and various branches of 

Woolworths).  l have also seen them in the Cabinet War Rooms.  A pneumatic system was also in use 

in the Guildhall Library until recently, but can anyone confirm if  they were in use in shops within the 

Woodford area? (It would be greatly appreciated if you could notify me - tel: 020 8505 3640, email: 

lovell .john@sky.com  or see  me at a meeting.) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

'Lamson Tubes' is, of course, a trade name and such tubes/systems are still being used and installed 

today. Cylindrical containers are propelled through a network oftubes by compressed air or by partial 

vacuum , transporting solid objects (containers) in which , for example , cash from an individual 

customer was transported from the sales floor to the cash room of a shop and change returned to the 

sales floor. 

 
The tubes were popular in the late 19th and early 20th century.  The Victorians were the first to use 

'capsule pipelines ' to transmit telegrams to nearby buildings from telegraph  stations.  In  1853 a 

system linked the London Stock Exchange to the City's main telegraph station (220 yards).  When 

initially  proposed  in the 1800s, it was thought that they would be suitable to transport heavy freight. 

In  1861 the Pneumatic Despatch Company built a system large enough to move a person , although it 

was not intended for this purpose!  Shortly after the inauguration of the new Holborn Station on  I 0 

October  1865 the event was marked by the Duke of Buckingham , the Chairman and some of the 

directors of the company being 'blown' through the tube to Euston (a five minute trip) .  The capsules 

ran in tubes 4 '6" wide and 4 ' high. 

 

 
 

The inauguration of th e London  Pne umatic Dcspateh. show ing the depa r tu re of the director's tour from the llolborn  terminal 
(Sourrc:   Beach). 

 
John Lovell 
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