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IIford sufferedbadly duringgthe Second/Norld War (alongwith many othepartsof London)and
suffered618high explosivebombs 25 parachutebombsand69flying bombs(V 1sor DoodleBugs)
androckets(V 29). | think thatmembersof my family were particularly unlucky my Grandfathels
homein Newbury Parkwastotally destroyecandheandhis wife werein thellford Hippodromeon
the nightof 12thJanuary1945(justfour monthsbeforeVE Day). Thetheatrefell victim to thewar
onthatday, whentherewasahugeexplosionandabombdestroyedhe Hippodrome(situatedonthe
Broadwayin llford - its entrancavaswherelcelandis now situated) My Grandfathelsevacuation
ofthe building wasmadeworseby my Grandmother'sonfinemento awheelchairdueto Multiple
Sclerosis.

The audiencehad been enjoying Lew Grade'spantomime“Robinson Crusoe'starring ReneeHouston
and her husbandDonald Stewart. Their enjoymentwas endedwhen a V2 rocket had landedbehind
the theatreand destroyeda row of cottages. It claimedthe life of fifteen peoplein the housesbehind
the theate, and oneperson inthe Hippodrome. Thetheatrewas rocked by the explosion with the
blast destroyingthe dressingrooms and showeringthe performersand the audiene, many of them
children, in debrisand dust. Therewerejuvenile performersbackstageat the time.

The secondrecentmilestonewaswhen the Borough's secondprofessionaltheatre the Kenneth More
Theatre(which openedon 31> December1974)by April 2010 had survived for 35 yearsand 3 months
therebymaking it the longestsurviving theatrein Redbridge. Many amateurand professionalgroups
perform atthe Theatreand | am surethat many memberswill haveattendedto enjoy excellent
productions(in seatswith plenty of legroom) including the productionsofWOADS (Woodford
Operaticand Dramatic Society.

John Lovell



Visit to the Inner and Middle Temple

On the morningof 27*** April 201 0 twenty nine

membersofthe Woodford Historical Society met
in the Inner Temple. Our guide gaveus some
history of the Inner Templeand the Temple
Church.

In the secondhalf of the 12th centurythe Knights
Templarbuilt aresidencein the areaof the present
Templeard. beganwork on the Round Church.
Theywere an international military religious
orderwho provided protectionand banking
facilities for pilgrims goingto the Holy Land.
They becameextremelypowerful andrich and
they threatenedhe power of the Pope. The Pope
In conjunctionwith Europeankings, who coveted
their wealth, brought false chargesof heresy
againstthem and their Order. The Orderwas
dissolvedin 1312and its memberswere burntas
heretics. In Englandtheir property passedo the
Knights Hospitallerswho leasedpart of it to
lawyersfor useasa hostel.On the suppressiorof
the Hospitallersin 1539all their property,
including the Temple aren, passedto the Crown. In
1609Jamesl grantedthe ownershipof the Temple
to the Benchersof the Middle and Inner Temple
Inns, subjectto an obligation to maintainthe
Churchand Master'sHouse The Master (Vicar) is
chosenby the Inns but appointedby the Queennot



the Bishopof London.

Unfortunately the church was not opento us asan
organistwas rehearsingfor the lunch time concert.
Our guide describedhow the original round church
andthe rectangularsectionaddedin 1204had
beenextensivelydamagedby incendiaries during
the blitz evencrackingsome of the Purbeck
marble pillars. Following our lunch we were able
to enterthe church and seethe tombsof the
Crusadersand enjoy the form of the church
emphasisedy the elegantdark grey Purbeck
pillars.

We were taken aroundthe Middle Temple Hall
which was setfor dining with long tablesdown the
Hall for membersof the Inn. The Hall was
completedin 1573and containsa striking oak
doublehammerbeanroof and a notablescreenalsoof oak. A bomb in the Blitz wasjust far enough
awayto do seriousdamagebut did not destroythe Hall. A hole wasblown in the end andthe screen
shattered.The piecesof the screenwere salvagedand it wasexpertly restored At the headof the

Hall thereis a long tableon a low dais29 ft long. madefrom a singleoaktree and believedto have
beengiven to the Inn by QueenElizabeth I. Above this Bench Table are paintingsof monarchs The
walls and windows were coveredwith the namesof pastdignitariesof the Inn.

We then satdown to an excellentlunch. A soupand awide choiceof small saladswith the option of
pork pie or various shell fish were availableas starters. The main courseswere large salas, seabas,
chickenor roastbeef. We followed that with a wide choiceof dessats andthen coffee.

A wonderfully interestingday roundedoff with good food in good company thankyou Jill.
Dick Walker

HQSWellington
Thanksto Jill for anotherfascinatingtrip.

Membersof the Societywere privileged to have a private tour ofHQS Wellington, which is moored
permanentlyat Temple Stairson the Thamesand is the home of the HonourableCompanyof Master
Mariners. In 1928, thetitle of 'Honourable'was bestowedupon the companyby Klng GeorgeV It

had beenover 200 yearssincea previousCompanyhad -
beenadmittedto gurldry.

His Royal Highnessth Prince of Wales(later Duke of Windsor)receivingfrom the Lord Mayor LettersPatentunder
the Mayoralty Sealgrantinglivery to the HonourableCompanyof Master Mariners,Mansion House, LondonNovPmh



TheWellington wasoneof 13GrimsbyClasssloopsbuilt in 1935to createanimpressionof
‘presencéaroundthe Empireandlaterthey actedasconvoyescorts.The Wellingtonstartedher
servicein the Pacificandmoreparticularlywas'linked’ to New Zealand.

TheWellington housesanalmostcompletesetof MerchantNavy capbadge/insigniaaswell asa
very good collection of accuratescalemodels(all madeby the 'architects’or shipbuilders). Each
modeltells afascinatingstory of our gloriousdaysof manufacturingandtradewith theworld,
interwovenwith the history of the developmendf thedesignof shipsassail gave wayto coaland
thenoil andthechangedroughtaboutby containerisatiorandtheway in which dry goodsare
handledn port.

Ourguideprovidedfurtherinsights for examplewe were
told aboutthe practiceof engravingarecordof births
insidea ship'sbell andsomeof the superstitions
surroundinga bell. We alsolearnedthatthe Masterofthe
Guild'schainandbadge(togethewaluedatin excesof
£1.2million) isanexcellenttestimonialto the goldsmiths
who madeit-theenamelledbadgeis madeup of seven
layersof gold (to representhe sevenseaspndis setwith
diamondsandrubies. More of the Company'dreasures
werediscoveredduringthe refurbishmenof the
Wellington inthe early 1990s. 14 chartsof English coastal
watersmadeby CaptianGrenville (Greveille) Coliins
(datingfor 1680)were discoveredin a 1930scopy of the Times. The chartswere authenticatedat
Greenwich.

The party had an excellentopportunityto studythe treasuref the Companywhen very welcometea
and coffeewere servedin the beautiful Court Room.

Sopopularwasthe trip to the Wellington that Jill kindly arrangedan additional visit. Ourthanksto
her for hervery hard work.
John & JanetLovell

aIIeiesf Modern London -alink with Woodford andsomuchmore!

In the Spring edition ofWoodford Times, |
referredto the imminent openingof the
Museum of London'snew £20 million major
redevelopment "Galleries of Modern
London." My wife and | were fortunateto be
invited to a preview on 19" May and the new
‘Modern London Galleries'providea
nostalgicwalk down Memory Lane.

TheNew Galleriestell the storyof London,
and Londoners from the GreatFire in 1666to the presentday. In line with many museumshese

day s,display sinclude'walk-throughreconstructionsfarea/ street@atvariougimesin thepast.

Despiteherebeingover7,0000bjectgthemuseunsfigure,notmine!)it isstrangdhatlocal
referencestandouttotheobserver Within theHaberdasheésshopin the'Victorian Walk' isabox
from'PuddicombesfLeytonstonendwWoodfordGreen.



Did amemberof the Societyprovidethe box
to the museum?Doesthe name
'Puddicombessparka memory(however
brief) thatyou could put on paperandsubmit
to mefor the Society's Commemoratividook
which isto bepublishedin 20122

For thoseunfamiliar with the Museum of
London, it is well worth avisit and is an easy
walk from St Paul's on the Central Line. Not
only doesthe Museumof London offer an
excellentwindow onto the history of London
but it is alsohostto therich andvaried
programmeof free public lecturesprovided by
GreshamCollege and meetingsof august
bodiessuchas LAMAS (the London and
Middlesex Archaeological Society).

Puddicombeof Leytonstoneand
WoodfordGreen

JohnLovell

TheVictorian Walk
©Museumof London

“Mv FEarlv MY EARLY YEARS in Wanstead & Woodford" by John L. Hayward

L : Memberswho attendedthe April meetirg, when
we thoroughly enjoyedKen Bray's illustrated
talk on his life asa professionalphotographer
will alsorecall that he introducedJohn Hayward
and his new book aboutfamily life in Woodford
between 1929and 1949.

Having readthe book, | canassureyou it is a
charmingreminderof life before, during and after
World War II.

| particularly enjoyedthereferenceso the Snakes
LaneandWoodford Bridgeareasjncludingthe
local bobby, PCTaylor,who obviouslymadean
impressionon theyoungJohnHayward. His
comprehensiveecordingof his schooldaysat

W oodford Bridge and St Barnaba Secondary
Modern make fascinatingreadingand | 'm surewill bring back memoriesfor severalWoodfordians.

The useof well known archivematerial that illustrateslife in Wansteadand Woodford during the war
makethis book not only an enjoyableread but yet anothermajor contributionto recordingour local
history.

PeterLawrence,Chairman



A VIEW FROM THE COUNTING HOUSE
As we look forward to the Winter programmeof talks we can look back on a very successfulyear.
Membershipis at a nearrecord level and we have had an excellentsummerprogrammeof outings.

Subscriptionshavebeenheld atthe samelevel aslastyear,oneof the lowestfor similar organisationsn the
area. This is only possiblebecausef the generosityofthe Schoolanda lot of hardwork by a numberof
people

Could you pleasesendme your renewalform and chequeasearly as possibleand, to keepcostsdown could you
pleaseenclosea stampedaddressecenvelope. Cheques payableto Woodford Historical Sociey, should be
addressedo Mike Ford, 3 SandsWay, Woodford Green Essex IG8 8EJ.

Every year it becomesmore and more difficult to think of new placesto visit andto find new and interesting
speakerssoif anyonehasany ideasthat they think may be of interestcould they let Jill Hicks or any other
memberof the Committee know.

I look forward to seeingyou at our first meetingon the 20th September.
Mike Ford, Treasurer

WOODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEEDS YOU!
I make no apologiesfor repeatingthis piecethat was first usedin the Spring Edition 2010 ofWoodford Times.

2012 heraldsnot only the Olympic Gamesin London but alsothe 80th Anniversary ofthe foundation of
Woodford Historical Society. To mark he occasion the Committeewould like to producea book which will
reprisethe last eighty yearsthrough individual memorieYOUR memories)of eventsanddayto day life,
commenton someofthe major changesthat havetaken place and place eachdecadeinto a wider contextof
nationaland World events.

In orderto puttogethera Commemorativebook we needyour
contributionsregardingboth your ownfamily life andyour
recollectionsof people placesandevens. In anattemptto stimulate
somethoughs, | havelisted afew ideasthat might serveasa catalyst
toreawakenmemories. Thefollowing list is by no means
exhaustive:

CoronationsRoyal SilverandGoldenJubilees Woodford duringthe
War, EppingFored, BamardosPolice Boxes the GreatStorm of
1987, clubsandsocieties Scoutirg, the Girl Guides,local schoos,
local Churches]ocal "characters;'Guide Dogsfor the Blind,
building developmentsshopsandrestaurants.............

PleasecontactJohn Lovell (020 850536400r lovell. john @skv.com)
aboutyour contributions(which in many casesmay be only a brief
paragraph). If you haveany photographswhich we might use,these
can be sentdigitally or we canscanprints and return them safelyto
you.

If you do not feel that you are ableto put your contributionsin
writing, we can arrangefor someoneto seeyou, either at a meeting or
at home, to record your memories.

And, do notforget, your contributionsfor Woodford Timesare
always welcome.

| look forward to hearingfrom you.
John Lovell




Do you remember LamsonPneumatic Tubes?

Do you rememberLamsonTubes? | rememberthem from shopsin lliford and variousbranchesof
Woolworths). | havealsoseenthem in the CabinetWar Rooms. A pneumaticsystemwasalsoin use
in the Guildhall Library until recently,but cananyoneconfirm if they werein usein shopswithin the
Woodfordarea?(It wouldbegreatlyappreciatedfyoucouldnotifyme-tel: 02085053640 e mail:
lovell.john@ sky.comor see me at a meeting.)

‘LamsonTubes'is, of courseatradenameandsuchtubes/systemarestill beingusedand installed
today. Cylindrical containersarepropelledthroughanetworkoftubesby compresseair or by partial
vacuum transportingsolid objects(containers)n which, for example cashfrom anindividual
customewvastransportedrom the saledloor to the cashroom of ashopandchangereturnedto the
saledloor.

Thetubeswere popularin the late 19th andearly 20th century. The Victorians werethe first to use
‘capsulepipelines’ to transmittelegramsto nearby buildings from telegraphstations. In 1853a
systemlinked the London Stock Exchangeto the City's main telegraphstation (220 yards). When
initially proposedin the 180G, it wasthoughtthatthey would be suitableto transportheavy freight.
In 1861the PneumaticDespatchCompanybuilt a systemlarge enoughto movea person althoughit
was not intendedfor this purpose! Shortly afterthe inaugurationof the new Holborn Stationon | 0
October 1865the eventwas marked by the Duke of Buckingham, the Chairmanand someof the
directorsof the companybeing 'blown' through the tubeto Euston (a five minute trip). The capsules
ran in tubes4'6" wide and4' high.

The inauguation of the London Pneumatic Dcspatehshowing the departure of the director'stour from the llolborn terminal
(Sourrc:  Beach

John Lovell
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